——




Curly, Keep a job open for me,
1 may be back!
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Name W&/ /lL'IF

W'llle NeIson— 1952
Photo dedicated to Asplundh Foreman Ed Ingrum

(Please Print) Mi u.u,%.:n Lasi Name
Home Address éa X 2;—'1’
ALBBo7T T Z£ YA s
ity or Town
Social Security Number 5/‘5-3 9/02 ’/\S gd
Date of Birth or Age Married Single Lo
D Hid o L =L =S D
Hired As az/mgf« Rate § 'fﬂ
Former Employee of Asplundh? Yes No ordi
When?
Exact Yeur Approx. Month
Veteran Yes _ b—— No
1 am enclosing W-4 form signed by gpove e (T —
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Foreman's Name

THE ASPLUNDH TREE EXPERT (O
SEPARATION SLIP

Manh tonkay < Dy et waiit until end of week

w ) ILLIE  NELSO & s s H S B =Y =SS FC
Addrexs Cew. D{L Assorr , 7EAAS
Yeurs with us Ape -

7 Ea
His et the cinphey ol wur Company as ol 79 T forihe nean checked
Ml)un Voluntarily [ Discharged for miscomduct [ Lasck of work [ Other
wpniy s E p T 7o O#ELok TESLEE H (5 HITHER
& 1 recommend reimploying him 1 1 o ot revcominend recmphiying him
Are all s dehts i up? %.E_ﬁ_
Send s chocks

Signed

Employment and separation slips for Willie H. Nelson

NEL So#

Hﬁﬁl R

Long before Willie Nelson sang his huge hit “On the Road

* Again,” he was on the road for Asplundh Tree Expert Co.

In the early '50s, Willie was part of a crew in Texas. When

e left Asplundh to seek his fortune with his music, he told
_ Asplundh Foreman Ed Ingmm to save a job for him, that he

might be back.

After many years of Struggle, it looks as though Willie
won't need that job after all.

While with Asplundh, Willie worked with R.E. Davis,

. Louis Burks, Curran Dempsey, Zeke Varnon and Billy Bessire,
- currently a general foreman in Vice President Tom Leverentz’s.
 division. Billy also played in Willie’s band, performing in.

tough clubs such as the Nite Owl-outside of Waco, Texas.
_Willie was struggling in those days.. |
Wxihe s roommate at the time, remember how Willie would

_hock his guitar on Monday morning and redeem it on Friday
~in time for their gig at the Nite Owl.

Willie served as a driver and as a climber for Asplundh.

 His first day behind the wheel of an Asplundh truck was
" not auspicious. He ran over a child’s red wagon and lost e
_ full day’s pay replacing it. i

 Willie Nelson, his real name, was hired on January 14 e
1952, as a climber at the pay rate of 80 cents an hour. Age
18 and single, he sngned on with Ed Ingmm retired su-

. pervisor..

-~ When Willie separaced from the company to go to Ore-

=gon to see his mother, Ed recommended reemploying him.

Though he no longer has need of a job with Asplundh,

" success did not come easy for Willie Nelson.

In the music business, they speak of a performer paying

- his dues.” Willie's are paid in full.

~ The unique Willie Nelson music comes from his life

expenence His music is his autobiography, he has said. He
~ played in bars where he collected his pay at gunpoint. He

scratched out an existence, going from job to job and play-
ing at night. He tried college the mlhtary and marriage
with little success.

‘In addition to his work with Asplundh, Willie taught

_ guitar, sold used cars, peddled encyclopedias and bibles
“400:-to-door, and worked a5 2 janitor and as 2 plumber’s

helper, all while believing music was his life. He finally

~ went to Nashville, the Mecca of ccuntry music, to make

his fortune.

He established himself as a song writer but had to sell
his songs cheaply to survive. Though convinced he could
sing, Willie was unable to persuade the country music
establishment and was considered an outlaw. A second mar-
riage went bad, and Willie’s house burned down. It was the
early *70s, and he decided to venture back to his Texas roots
and his own unique, progressive country sound. The rest is
history.

Success has not changed Willie. He makes a concerted
effort to be accessible to his fans, scorning those stars who
have bodyguards. He wants to touch and be touched by his
many admirers.

His music has gained universal acceptance, ancl he has

_ numerous platinum records and several movie roles to his
: credlt He has achieved success.

Asplundh Tree

Billy and Zeke..




- Early cureer—W'Ihe Nelson (second from Ieft) ﬂmmed wﬂh hls broiher -in= inwk Bud Fletcher (w:th guntnr, canrer} und Ollver Barnes (for nght)

to provnde the gunur accompommenf for Bud Fletcher and the Texans. Hls sister Bobble. who sang with the group in 1947 still tours wﬁh Willne- :

Robert Redford co-star with Willie in the movie The
Electric Horseman,” said of him, “Willie was like workmg
with your favorite shoe —comfortable, durable and special.”

“He is happy now, with a good marriage, chjldren and :
several grandchildren. s

Willie Hugh Nelson was born in the hamlet of Abbot
(population 375) in the Texas cotton-farming country north
of Waco in 1933. His father was a mechanic who seemed
to travel a lot. When he was six months old, his mother
 left to find work and never came back He was raised by hns :
~ grandparents and aunts. =

His grandfather was an old-fashioned, forge—and-hammer

' blacksmith, an immensely friendly and cheerful man in his
~ grandson’s memory. He owned a Sears Roebuck guitar and
had a mail order music degree. He gave Wlllxe his ﬁrst and Old fﬂner‘lds WII A l leﬂ' : e for As

— y¥illie: Neison, remains friends o
last music lesson at the age of six. plundh crew. mate, Zeke Varnon. The: see each other often l::'d are

- “My grandad had taught me a few chords on the 8““3'-' _ shown here lunching in the V'Ilage Cafe in Hlllsboro. Texas, on Aprll
before he died. So I bought me a $6 guitar and a chord 4, of this year. -

isssehngle. o F raughe- rnygp]f £ hl«gy by puiting my- ﬁngezs P g R U RE Al e SRR fm,d,;a."‘_‘,,.uw.;-e,-; i 5% R

those black dots in the book,” Willie has said. - 5
 Willie joined his first band at the age of 10, a- Bohemlan 18
~ polka band, which was formed by his brother in-law, Bud
~ Fletcher. Willie played the guitar and sang, his older sister
- Bobbie played the piano, the high school football coach
_ played the trombone, and Willie’s father, a musician who _.
 dropped back into town during his travels, played fiddle.
Since then, it’s been night life for Willie Nelson. He
worked day ]obs only to support his music. :
 Willie’s generosity and loyalty to his friends is legendary. .
His former workers at Asplundh speak with great pride and
affection about their friend and former roommate, Willie
- Nelson. They remember his sense of humor, his love of life.
and his commitment to his music. ;
The next time you listen to a Willie Nelson tune, who
knows; it could be based on his Asplundh experience.

Don't worry Willie, your job is still open! 3 i e e IHIW\MNiIIi.e h}el.son
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